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Mg 
For Today 


By Marjorie Allen Ancorson 

CAST on Theé today, O Lord, 
My every care, 

In confidence that Thou wilt hear 
My simple prayer. 


Let me be calm and lightly hold 
Each circumstance, 

Accepting thankfully the gifts 
Thy mercy grants. 


I know not what of gain or loss 
This day may bring; 

But let my heart rejoice in Thee, 
My spirit sing. 


The Duty of Seeking To Save Men 


Why is much of our witness so fruit- 
less? It is because we are not as seri- 
ous, earnest, and persistent as we should 
be. We do not think enough of men’s 
unhappiness and danger apart from God, 
or of His great love for sinners. Richard 
Baxter was a great soul-winner of an 
earlier day. He was born near Shrews- 
bury, Eng., in 1615, and died in London 
in 1691. In a most stimulating work 
called “The Saints’ Everlasting Rest” 
there is a chapter called “The Duty of 
the People of God to Excite Others to 
Seek This Rest,” and in it are these stir- 
ing words: “Lay by excuses, then, and 
all lesser business, and ‘exhort one an- 
other daily, while it is called today, lest 


any be hardened through the deceitful- 
ness of sin.’ Let your exhortation pro- 
ceed from compassion and love. To jeer 
and scoff, to rail and vilify, is not a 
likely way to reform men, or convert 
them to God. Go to poor sinners with 
tears in your eyes, that they may see 
you believe them to be miserable, and 
that you unfeignedly pity their case. 
Deal with them with earnest, humble 
entreaties. Let them perceive it is the 
desire of your heart to do them good; 
that you have no other end but their 
everlasting happiness; and that it is your 
sense of their danger, and your love to 
their souls, that forceth you to speak; 
even because you ‘know the terrors of 
the Lord,’ and for fear you should see 
them in eternal torments. Say to them, 
‘Friend, you know I seek no advantage 
of my own: the method to please you, 
and keep your fgendship, were to sooth 
you in your way, or let you alone; but 
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love will not suffer me to see you perish, 
and be silent. I seek nothing at your 
hands but that which is necessary to 
your own happiness. It is yourself that 
will have the gain and comfort if you 
come to Christ.’ . Alas! it is not a 
few dull words between jest and earnest, 
between sleep and awake, that will 
rouse a dead-hearted sinner. If a house 
be on fire, you will not make a cold 
oration on the nature and danger of fire, 
but will run and cry, Fire! Fire! To 
tell a man of his sins as softly as Eli 
did his sons; or to reprove him as gently 
as Jehoshaphat did Ahab, ‘Let not the 
king say so’; usually doth as much harm 
as good. Loathness to displease men 
makes us undo them.” God’s grace is 
sufficient to overcome our fears and to 
enable a timid Christian to be tactful yet 
bold, persistent and loving in witnessing 
to the saving power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


“ 


The Grandmother's Knitting Needle 


Translated from the French of Henri Eberhard by Ernest Gordon 


mother who was charged with rais- 
He 
was a joyful companion, but, alas, in- 
fected with an evil habit which grew 


"Tinoite was once a French grand- 


ing her orphaned grandchild. 


He stole. 
school in the 
with all 


stronger and stronger. 

He came home from 
afternoons, pockets bulging 
sorts of things. 

“Empty your pockets,” 
mother would command, 

The boy did so. One by one the facts 
were made clear—a top, a penknife, 
a box of pens, balls, a rubber. 

“Who gave you all these things?” 

No answer. 

“Reply! Where did you get them?” 

No answer. 


the grand- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“And Jesus looking upon them, 
saith, With men it is impossible, 
but not with God: for with God 
all things are possible” (Mark 10: 
27). 




















“Where did you find them? Answer 
me !” 

“In the schoolboys’ desks and pockets.” 

“Listen,” said the grandmother, “this 
must stop! If I see again these enor- 
mous pockets, if you take things out of 
them and you cannot tell exactly where 
they came from, see what I shall do. 
I will get a knitting needle, one of those 
long and pointed ones I use knitting 
under the lamp while you are studying 
your home lessons. I will heat it red 
in the fire, red until it turns white. 
Then I will take your hand, your thiev- 
ish hand, and I will pierce it with that 
burning needle. 

“Do you understand me? You know 
I always do what I promise to do.” 


“But that is abominable,” you say. 
“What! a woman threaten a child in that 
way! A scandal! To what barbaric 
principles of education have we now 
returned? What ancient and odious 
principles are you proposing? Who does 
not know that the psychology of defi- 
cient children has other secrets and 
other remédies? Let us hope that this 
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story is one from the long distant past.” 

No, there is here neither barbarism nor 
outmoded pedagogy. This unhappy 
grandmother knew only too well to what 
sin leads. She was too firmly convinced 
of the consequences of a moral weak- 
ness, such as theft, to remain herself 
weak for a moment with her charge. 
She knew that a petty larceny leads too 
often to graver deviations. Thus the 
prisons are filled. One begins with an 
insignificant incident. The end can be a 
frightful drama. 


The child understood. For some time 
he came home, lighthearted and happy. 
But presently his pockets were filled 
anew. The grandmother noticed it, but 
dared say nothing. One day, however, 
she could stand it no longer. In pulling 
his handkerchief out of his pocket, the 
schoolboy drew out with it a knife and 
two balls, which rolled on the floor. 

“Empty your pockets!” ordered the 
* grandmother. 

The child did so—a compass, a top, 
balls, an eraser, pennies, 

“Who gave you these ——.. 

No answer. 


“Tell me. Where have you got them?” 


Still no reply. 
“Well, then, I shall do what I said I 


would.” 
She went after her knitting needle, 


slipped it into the fire by the grate of 


the open stove. She waited a moment. 
The steel reddened, whitened, paled. 
“Give me your hand,” she said firmly. 

White with fright, the child stretched 
out his hand. The grandmother took 
it and said: “Listen, so that you may 
understand the gravity of your wicked- 
ness, that you may comprehend it and 
never forget it. That you may be cured 
of it, an example must be made! Look 
now.” 

Saying this she loosened the fingers 
of her little grandchild. She opened her 
own hand, and, drawing the knitting 
needle quickly from the fire, plunged it 
through her own thin palm. 

A little sizzling, a slight sharp odor, 
2 little smoke. That was all. She drew 
it out again. Much moved, she showed 
the little thief her pierced hand. “Don’t 
take your eyes from it,” she said. 

The child, grown to manhood, told me 
this story. “That finished it,” he said. 
“From that day I understood. I realized 
the seriousness of my offense by what 
it cost one whom I. loved. I saw at a 
glance the consequence of my act. In 
the eyes of my old granny, for a mo- 
ment overcome with pain which she had 
borne for me, I discovered that love 
was needed in self-sacrifice in order 
to pardon and heal. That was the end 
Never since have I touched anything 
that did not belong to me. If ever 
tempted, I thought immediately of the 
dear hand pierced for mine. I saw again 
the beloved face in the consternation 
of suffering, and turned back.” 
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You understand why I tell this story. 
God also has promised suffering and 
death to the sinner, terrible punish-« 
ments more terrible than sin itself. Has 
He not reasén to be severe when one 
thinks to what evil leads — hatred, ven- 
geance, misery, war, and all its abomi- 
nations? 

But when the time came to apply pun- 
ishment to those under His eternal curse, 
when the sinner was brcught before Him, 
it was He who took the place of the sin- 
ner. And that great knitting needle 
which is called the cross—it was He 
who was transfixed by it in order to be 
able to show us His torn hand, forever 
recalling to us the price of our shame 
and our wrongdoing. 


This is the second editorial, translated from 
the French by Ernest Gordon, which has been 
taken from the book entitled ‘‘Paraboles,” a 
collection of sermons by Pastor Henri Eber- 
hard, president of the Regional Council of the 
Twelfth Synodical District (Alpes-Rhone) of 
the Reformed Church of France (15 Quai St.- 
Clair, Lyon, France). There is no English 
translation of his book. The first of four 
editorials from this book was published in 
the Times, March 19, and two more will be 
published in coming issues. 


Notes on Open Letters 


Strange, New Argyments 


for Annihilation 


In our Sunday school. one member 
brought in the question concerning 
Obadiah verse 16, the last portion, 
“And they shall be as though they had 
not been.” It was used as an argu- 
ment for annihilation of the unsaved 
dead. I would be thankful if this could 
be cleared either by letter or in the 
Times. I do enjoy my Sunpay SCHOOL 
TIMES very much. It is one of my com- 
panions.*~-A Colorado reader. 


The passage in question reads as fol- 
lows: 

“For the day of the Lord is near upon 
all the heathen: as thou hast done, it 
shall be done unto thee: thy reward 





Coming Next Week 


OW many know the true mean- 

ing of the word “love”? Some 
degrade it to the level of mere 
passion; others think of the highest 
kind of human love, but fall short 
of the best. In the leading edi- 
torial next week, entitled “The 
More Excellent Way,” the Rev. J. 
E. Harris describes the kind of 
love that God wants us to have 
and is willing to shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Spirit. 

The sixth article in Dr. Soltau’s 
series on “The Name of Jesus” 
makes a fitting counterpart to the 
editorial. He writes of that name 
as “A Standard of Conduct.” 
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shall return upon thine own head. Fo 
as ye have drunk upon my holy moup. 
tain, so shall all the heathen drink cop. 
tinually, yea, they shall drink, and they 
shall swallow down, and they shall be 
as though they had not been” (Obad, 
15, 16). 

To make this passage teach the anni. 
hilation of the human soul is to wrench 
it out of its context and ignore the 
teaching of other Scriptures on the same 
subject Let us look first at the context 

The prophecy of Obadiah (which, by 
the way, has only one chapter of twenty. 
one verses) begins with these words: 
“The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the 
Lord God concerning Edom .. .” The 
name “Edom” has three meanings jn 
Scripture. (1) It is another name for 
Esau and means “red.” “And Esau said 
to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that 
same red pottage; for I am faint: there. 
fore was his name called Ecom” (Gen, 
25:30). (2) It indicates the Edomites 
collectively. “And Edom said unto him, 
Thou shalt not pass by me, lest I come 
out against thee with the sword. And 
the children of Israel said unto him, We 
will go by the high way: and if I and 
my cattle drink of thy water, then I will 
pay for it: I will only, without doing 
any thing else, go through on my feet. 
And he said, Thou shalt not go through, 
And Edom came out against him with 
much people, and with a strong hand. 
Thus Edom refused to give Israel pas- 
sage through his border: wherefore Is- 
rael turned away from him” (Num, 20: 
18-21). (3) “The region occupied by the 
descendants of Edom, i.e., Esau. It was 
originally called mount Seir (Gen, 32: 
3; 36:20, 21, 30; Num, 24:18)... . In the 
mind of the Israelites Edom as the name 
of the country was doubtless associated 
with the settlement of their kinsman 
Edom in that region. It is a mountain- 
ous and extremely rugged country, about 
one hundred miles long, extending south- 
ward from Moab on both sices of the 
Arabah, or great depression connecting 
the southern part of the Dead Sea with 
the gulf of Akaba (Gen. 14:6; Deut, 2: 
1, 12; John 15:1; Judges 11:17, 18; 1 Kings 
9:26).” (Davis Bible Dictionary, 1921.) 

It is clear that the prophecy of Obadiah 
applies to Edom as a nation and that the 
prophet is foretelling on behalf of God 
what will happen to it collectively and 
in the eyes of men. Verses 8 and 9 read: 
“Shall I not in that day, saith the Lord, 
even destroy the wise men out of Edom, 
and understanding out of the mount of 
Esau? And thy mighty men, O Teman, 
shall be dismayed, to the end that every 
one of the mount of Esau may be cut 
off by slaughter.” The Lord rebukes the 
Edomites for their treatment of the Is- 
raelites and declares that as a tribe or 
nation “they shall be as though they had 
not been” (v. 16). By contrast God says, 
“But upon mount Zion shall be deliver- 
ance, and there shall be holiness; and 

(Continued on page 729) 
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V. The Name of Jesus—A Sign of 3 Meissen 


Getting back to the original meaning 
of the word ‘’Christian” 


N THE previous articles we have 
been thinking about the authority of 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
poth before God and among men. In 
this article we shall consider His name 
as a sign of His possession. A verse 
from Paul’s Second Letter to his young 
friend Timothy brings this before us. 
He is speaking of the way in which some 
of those who had professed faith in 
Christ had wandered from the truth, but 
adds by way of reassurance to Timothy, 
“Howbeit the firm foundation of God 
standeth, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his: and, Let 
every one that nameth the name of the 
Lord depart from unrighteousness” (2 
Tim. 2:19, R.V.). It is the second sen- 
tence in this verse that I wish to bring 
to your attention. “The Lord knoweth 
them that are his.” The Lord is per- 
fectly aware of those who belong to Him 
and are His own special possession. I 
believe that just as everyone seeks a 
peculiar pride and enjoyment in the 
things which he can call his own, so the 
Lord Jesus Christ also has a particular 
enjoyment in those whom He regards as 
His peculiar possession, as the result of 
their acceptance through faith of His 
great sacrifice of Himself for them. 


An Outward Acknowledgment 

Now it is perfectly clear that in the 
next sentence in the verse of which we 
are thinking, the apostle is speaking of 
the same people whom he refers to as 
“every one that nameth the name of the 
Lord.” In other words, the bearing of 
the name of Jesus Christ and calling 
one’s self a Christian is meant to be the 
outward acknowledgment of an inner 
conviction, a conviction that the one who 
wears that name is the property or the 
possession of another. To make the mat- 
ter direct and personal, you and I have 
no right to call ourselves Christian un- 
less and until we have already acknowl- 
edged that we belong to Him whose 
name we bear and that we are part of 
His rightful and eternal possession. That 
was the original meaning of the word 
“Christian,” which was given to the be- 
lievers in the great city of Antioch as 
a nickname by the smart set of the city, 
who had a reputation of giving nick- 
names to everybody and everything. Of 
course, they had no true appreciation or 
understanding of the new movement 
Which was taking place in their city, 
but they were evidently very greatly im- 
pressed with the way in which the per- 
son of Christ had become so real to His 
followers there. They were always 
thinking and talking about Him and 
were so anxious to please Him that they 








It is a sad thing that too many pro- 
fessing Christians want the honor 
attached to the name of Christ, but 
not its stigma. If we are to live up 
to our name as Christians, we must 
be willing to bear the offense of the 
cross, the truth—so unpalatable to 
human nature — that men are guilty 
sinners and can be cleansed only 
through the blood of Christ. This is 
the fifth article in Dr. Soltau’s series 
of eight. 








became known as Christians or Christ’s 
men. That name which was first given 
in scorn and derision has come down 
through the centuries and has been one 
that many of the great and of the wise 
of this earth have been proud to wear 
and before which they have gladly knelt 
in reverent gratitude and homage. 

The question should arise in the minds 
of each one of us at this time, if it has 
not already done so, as to whether or 
not we really are His possession, and if 
so, for what reason and on what grounds. 
We should first seek the answer to this 
second question, and then the first one 
will very easily and naturally answer 
itself in our minds. 

In another of his Letters, Paul makes 
the tremendous statement: “Who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
self a people for his own possession, 
zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14). 
Here is the declaration that the great 
purpose of Christ’s sacrifice of Himself 
was to redeem men from the power and 
from the defilement of sin and so to 
purify them that He might enjoy them 
as His own possession and delight Him- 
self in their companionship and presence 
with Him. Again we read in another of 
Paul’s Letters, “Know ye not that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
which is in you, which ye have from 
God? and ye are not your own; for ye 
were bought with a price: glorify God 
therefore in your body” (1 Cor, 6:19, 
20). In these verses the same truth is 
set forth in an even clearer way. This 
is the truth that in the death of Christ 
Jesus on the cross a tremendous trans- 
action took place. There a tremendous 
price was paid; even the price of the 
life of God’s only Son, in order that those 
who were helpless and hopeless in the 
grip of sin might be redeemed and de- 
livered from its penalty and from its 
power. But even that is not all of it; 


these verses make it plain that His death 
was not merely for deliverance from 
the penalty and power of that which al- 
It was 


ways mars and disfigures — sin. 
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much more than that; it was to make the 
way possible for another to come in and 
take possession of that which; up to 
that time, had been the dwelling place 
of selfish ambitions and desires and of 
a nature that had no thought or inter- 
est in the things of God and therefore 
had no desire to serve Him or to be- 
come well-pleasing in His sight and to 
walk worthily before Him. 

Paul was. writing to his Christian 
friends in the wicked city of Corinth, 
a place which was famous for its cul- 
ture and learning and also for its wealth. 
He reminds them that their lives were 
not consistent with what they had pro- 
fessed to believe and criticizes them be- 
cause there is so little difference be- 
tween their daily living and that of the 
pagan idolaters all about them. He then 
drives home his point with the question 
which I read a few moments ago: “Know 
ye not? Are you not aware that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 
which is in you, which ye have from 
God? and ye are not your own; for ye 
were bought with a price.” The first 
part of the purpose of the death of Christ 
was to redeem us from the power of 
sin; the second part of that purpose was 
to make the way for the Holy Spirit to 
take up His residence in possession of 
each life that has been so redeemed and 
so to direct, protect, enable, and em- 
power that the old habits and appetites 
which were so characteristic of the old 
self and its sinful desires would drop off 
and disappear, and that in their place 
new habits and new desires would be 
seen which would glorify God and would 
manifest before all the beauty and the 
grace of the new owner. It should be 
perfectly clear that only as this second 
part of the purpose of the death of Christ 
is fulfilled in our lives is it possible for 
the Lord to be glorified in us, or to ex- 
perience any real pleasure or enjoyment 
in us as His possession, for which He 
paid such an enormous price in all the 
shame and suffering which He endured, 


Redemption’s Double Purpose 

I believe that it is just at this point 
that a good many people become side- 
tracked. They believe that Christ’s 
death was in order to accomplish their 
redemption and they are grateful to Him 
for it, but they themselves have never 
entered into an understanding and an 
experience of the truth that His purpose 
in redeeming them was in order that 
they might be His own people to pos- 
sess and to enjoy. Not only so, but to 
insure the fulfillment of His purpose He 
has sent His Holy Spirit to take up His 
residence in the body of each of those 
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’ 
whom He has redeemed, to direct, to 
empower, to comfort, and to make real 
to them first and then through them to 
others the person and the presence of 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and thus 
enable each one to live a life that shall 
indeed be to His honor and glory. In 
this way alone can you, or I, or anyone, 
live fruitfully and effectively and glori- 
ously. As we enter into the meaning 
and the experience of this truth, how- 
ever, we shall find our lives transformed 
and raised to a plane of satisfaction and 
of blessing that we had not thought 
would be possible. 

Let us each one ask ourselves, “Am I 
in truth His possession?” The answer 
rests with our own wills. If I have in- 
telligently and gratefully -accepted His 
sacrifice on my behalf and have humbly 
committed myself to Him, then I am His. 
When I can say Yes to that question, 
then I need to go on to experiencing 
the presence and power of His Spirit 


Planning Family Worship 
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working in me to show forth before 
others that I am no longer my own but 
His. 

It should be a source of deep satisfac- 
tion and of joy to know that the Lord 
regards us as His possession and looks 
upon us with enjoyment as He sees us 
developing into His likeness and living 
according to His plans and purposes for 
us. Such a privilege is, of course, also 
a very grave responsibility. It should 
drive us to our knees before Him in 
prayer, that He will enable us by His 
grace so to live and to live increasingly 
to the praise of His glory. 

Our God and Father, make true and 
real to each one of us this great truth 
of which we have been thinking. Give 
to us the joy of the consciousness that 
we are the possession of Thy Son, Christ 
Jesus, and enable us more and more to 
glorify Him in our daily living. In His 
name we pray. Amen, 

(To be continued) 


Careful Christian home training and its place in teaching 
young folks to pray and to know God's Word 


HERE were three Nelson boys. They 

wer? tall, sturdy, and blond. And 
their mother was sv pleased because, 
when they grew up, they lived up to 
their Christian training. But the thing 
that Mrs. Nelson didn’t seem to realize 
was that the reason they lived up to it 
was because it had been training. 

Take, for instance, the Nelsons’ wise 
decision in the matter of “grace.” As 
soon as the oldest boy could even lisp, 
Mr. Nelson stopped saying grace, and 
the family learned one that they could 
say together. And each boy, as he was 
able to talk, joined in _ returning 
“thanks.” 

When the boys were able to talk 
plainly, the Nelsons again changed their 
way of saying grace. Every member 
of the family took turns im saying it. 
He could say an impromptu prayer if 
he wished, or he could repeat one he 
had memorized, as long as he said it 
clearly and reverently. The boys be- 
came so used to saying grace that they 
weren't embarrassed, as some boys are. 
when asked to do it at someone else’s 
home, or at a picnic. And when they 
married and had their own homes, it 
was. natural to carry on this Christian 
custom. 

The same principles were carried over 
into family worship. When Mr. and 
Mrs. Nelson planned it, they considered 
the boys. They had devotions after sup- 
per, in the evening, so they had plenty 
of time for them. Fortunately, Mrs. Nel- 
son could play the piano and, though 
they only had an upright, they always 
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opened their services by singing a hymn. 

When the boys were young, Mr. Nel- 
son first read a passage from the Bible. 
He wanted the boys to know, early in 
life, the authority of the Word. Then 
Mrs. Nelson read the same passage from 
a Bible story book for children, so the 
boys would fully understand the mean- 
ing. The whole family memorized the 
same verse each day, and, on Saturday, 
there was a small award for each boy 
who could repeat the verses learned that 
week. Often, throughout the years, the 
same verses were repeated, because the 
Nelsons found that memorizing was a 
slow process, 

When the boys grew older, the story 
book was laid aside, and, while Mr. Nel- 
son still read the Scriptures, the boys 
took turns reading comments on the pas- 
sage from a small devotional guide. 

The boys were encouraged to pray 
aloud from the time they could lisp. Mr. 
and Mrs. Nelson didn’t pray long prayers 
in family worship. They felt if they 
did, and the boys couldn’t, the boys 
would feel too embarrassed to pray. The 
senior Nelsons did most of their praying 
privately, and only prayed for things 
that interested all of the family during 
devotions. 

Mrs. Nelson learned, however, that the 
boys all went through periods when they 
felt too shy to pray. When that time 
came, no one was scolded or urged, but 
Mr. Nelson closed the devotions with 
the family repeating the Lord’s Prayer 
in unison, He thought that helped the 
boys to keep the feeling that they had 
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had a part in the prayer. Im time, th 
boys passed that stage and all of then 
learned to pray naturally to God, cop. 
scious only of His presence. 

By the time Paul, the oldest, wa; 
twelve, the Nelsons allowed the boys 
to take turns planning the devotion; 
The boy in charge picked out the hymns 
and if he wished to read a passage 6 
Scripture that was not the one planned 
for that day, he could. He read ay 
passage that interested him. 

The Nelsons encouraged the boys tp 
ask questions. Though they took Many 
things on faith because they had learned 
to trust God, they understood that faith 
didn’t always come easily to the young 
so they were patient with the boys. 

There were many times when the boys 
asked questions that neither Mr. nor Mrs. 
Nelson could answer. When that hap. 
pened, they asked the minister. Some. 
times he told them the answer, and other 
times he told them of a book to buy, 
They felt that books on evolution and 
the Bible, or science and the Bible were 
good investments. 

And if the boys asked a question to 
which they couldn’t find the answer, 
they didn’t hesitate to tell them what 
Spurgeon said about the Bible. He said, 
“You must expect God to know some 
things that you do not understand.” And 
with that, the boys had to be content. 

In many ways, the Nelsons were able 
to shape the boys’ attitude and decisions 
during family worship. Paul had a re. 
bellious streak in him, and his father 
often saw defiance on his face when 
he told him to do something. But when 
Mr. Nelson could point to “thus saith the 
Lord,” Paul obeyed more quickly. Mr. 
Nelson found that it helped to. have the 
backing of God behind his decision... 

But, as Mrs. Nelson admitted, there 
were a few times when Mr. Nelson had 
to back down in some of his. decisions 
because the Bible wasn’t behind him. 
He found, however, that by being fair 
to the boys, they respected him more 
when he did have Scriptural backing. 

There’ were times, when the boys were 
in high school, that they thought they 
were too busy to spend time at family 
worship. But fortunately. the boys 
reached this stage one at a time, and 
the sight of the rest of the family, faith- 
fully at worship, brought the other one 
back. 

Probably the strongest hold the Nel- 
sons had on the boys was their attitude 
that worship was important. The Neél- 
sons put it first. Each night‘a different 
boy was elected to answer the phone if 
it rang, and he was not. to call his father 
or mother to the phone unless it was 
important, but to take the number. and 
tell the caller that his father would call 
back later. 

The Nelsons were practical people, and 
as they thought the Bible was to be used, 
they taught the boys how to use it. 


Los ANGELES. 
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A Women’s Class and Its Five Aims 


Projects and activities that have held interest and developed Christian living 


HE primary aims of an adult Sunday 

school class should be to obtain a 
thorough knowledge of the Bible; to win 
souls for Christ; to help believers to 
grow in grace, and to teach them the 
stewardshin of life; to instill a mission- 
ary spirit, in obedience to Christ’s com- 
mand; and to promote real Christian 
fellowship. 

The methods and activities here out- 
lined are those of a large women’s class 
in the East Liberty Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., which was organized 
about thirty-five years ago when the 
members were young girls. It was 
taught by one person for twenty-five 
years. She retired at the age of eighty, 
and had instituted the following methods 
and projects, many of which are still 
being carried out. 

Being anxious to encourage the reading 
of informing and helpful religious liter- 
ature. she circulated sound Christian 
books emong the members, sending them 
from one to another, each reader return- 
ing them to a designated person before 
passing ‘hem on. Some of these were 
“The King’s Penkni‘e,” by Dr. Haldeman, 
showing how Modernism destroys the 
Bible: a book on Palestine by George T. 
B. Davis; a remarkable book by Henry 
Clay Trumbull, “Hints on Child Train- 
ing,” spiritual, practical, and quite up to 
date, al‘hough written so many years 
ago; and one on false and heretical sects 
by Dr. Reuben Torrey. These had wide 
circulation amorg appreciative readers, 
and helped crystallize thought on im- 
portant subjects. 

Occasionally special topics were 
studied instead of the regular Interna- 
tional lessons. Some of trese were the 
fundementals of cur fa‘'h; the Lord’s 
second coming; stewardship; how to win 
souls to Christ; the fallacy of Christian 
Science; the restoration of the Jews. 
Once we spent eight weeks on C., I. Sco- 
field’s “Rightly Dividing the Word of 
Truth,” when fifty paper-bound copies 
were purchased by the class. Of course, 
this method requires much more study 
by the leader, for she cannot depend 
on an abundance of lesson helps. 

This teacher was thoroughly convinced 
that money given to the Lord should 
Not be “raised” by such means as sales, 
entertainments, bazaars, and the like, but 
should: be freely given out of hearts 
filled with love of Christ.” It was uphill 
work to convince some of the mem’ers 
that it could be done, but as the money 
came in surprisingly well, according to 
‘our faith, they heartily concurred. 

- The Sunday school officials consented 
to the class taking from each Sunday’s 
collection everything above five cents a 
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head. Each member also paid ten cents 
a month dues, and all this went into the 
class treasury. 

Interest in local charities has been en- 
couraged in the following ways: helping 
provide Christmas in the Italian church, 
aiding charity work in the Presbyterian 
hospital, and sending children from mis- 
sions among our foreigners to summer 
camp. A month before Thanksgiving, 
envelopes are given to members in which 
to put all their pennies toward our 
pledge of twenty-five dollars a year for 
the hospital. In the spring a birthday 
dinner is held, and each one is supposed 
to bring as many pennies as they are 
years old, to furnish money for a guest 
to the summer camp. Of course, many 
are not limited to these amounts, but 
it puts the giving within the reach of all, 

Our church holds, at Christmas time, 
a White Gift Service, at which time the 
classes bring their offerings for our for. 
eign missionaries and other benevolences 
At this time we have had surprisingly 
large gifts from our accumulated money 
in the treasury and special offerings, 
sometimes as much as two hundred and 
fifty dollars, and none of our members 
are from families of wealth. 

The church, through the generosity of 
an elder, gives an annual prize of fifty 
dollars for the best essay on steward- 
ship, and this has been won several 
times by one of our members. Our 
church also offers a beauti“ul Bible each 
spring, to one member from each de- 
pariment of our Sunday school for the 
best set of answers, 1n a written examin- 
ation, to a series of questions on the 
preceding year’s lessons. Semeone from 
this class has won the prize oftener than 
from any other class, alihough there are 
five women’s classes and a large Brother- 
hood class. 

One feature in the organization is our 
Friendly Committee, whose service is to 
collect money in a special box, each Sun- 
day, to create a fund by which flowers 
and cards are sent to sick or bereaved 
members, and, where it seems neces- 
sary, financial aid is also given. Of 
course, the latter is strictly confidential. 

Monthly meetings are held to conduct 
business and enjoy pleasant and instruc- 
tive entertainment. An annual picnic 
is also held. An atmosphere of friend- 
liness has been furthered by such means 
and this has frequently been commented 
on by newcomers, 

Friedships formed under such sincere 
co-operaiion between teacher and pupils, 
and between individual members, are 
most satisfying, helpful, and lasting. We 
try always to remember our motto, “For 
God and Others,” and our watchword, 
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which is, “Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that need. 
eth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15), 
PITTSBURGH, 
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Strange, New Arguments 
for Annihilation 


(Continued from second page) 


the house of Jacob shall possess their 
possessions” (v. 17). (This verse has a 
beautiful spiritual application for’ the 
church today, for it is the privilege of 
all believers by faith to “possess their 
possessions” in Christ.) 

There is abundance of Scripture: to 
show that the souls of the wicked are not 
annihilated but continue on after death. 
In the account of the rich man and Laz- 
arus, the Lord Jesus revealed the fact 
that “the rich man also died, and was 
buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham 
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom, And 
he cried and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of-his finger in water. 
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented 
in this flame” (Luke 16:22-24). Here we 
see a departed soul having the power of 
sight, speech, feeling, memory, and hear- 
ing (from what follows). Three times in 
the ninth of Mark, the Lord Jesus said 
of the wicked dead, “Where their, worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 
Describing what will take place at the 
end of the millennium, the Apostle John 
wrote: “And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life: , and 
the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, accord- 
ing to their works. And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them: and they were judged every man 
according to their works. And death and 
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death. And whosoever was 
not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20: 12- 
15). 

Sir Robert Anderson, in his book en- 
titled “Human Destiny” (out of print), 
gives a very valuable list of the New Tes- 
tament passages concerning the words 
“everlasting” and “eternal,” and shows 
that the same words apply to the punish- 
ment of the wicked and the bliss of the 
saved. In the same Appendix he lists 
also passages containing such words as 
“forever,” “immortality,” “hell,”  “des- 
truction,” “perish,” and “incorruptible.” 
All lead to the same conclusion. 


Those who are to teach others .the 
knowledge of God ought to be well ac- 
quainted with Him themselves.—Mat- 
thew Henry. 
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_LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 4. PSALMS OF JUSTICE 
Psalms 49: 1-7; 72; 82; printed text, 49:1-7; 82 
Golden Text.—Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.—Psa. 89:14 


Kinc JaAMes VERSION 


Psa. 49:1 Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants 


of the world: 

2 Both low and high, rich and poor, 
heart shall be of understanding. 

41 will incline mine ear to a parable: 
saying upon the harp. 

5 Wherefore should I fear 


6 They that trust in their wealth, 
the multitude of their riches; 


7 None of them can by any means redeem his brother, 


give to God a ransom for him. 


Psa. 82:1 God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he 


judgeth among the gods. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HERE is no truth more definitely set 
forth and insisted on in Scripture 
than that of God’s righteous govern- 
ment in His dealings with men and na- 
tions. In Hannali’s song she declared, 
“The Lord is a God of knowledge, and by 
him actions are weighed” (1 Sam. 2:3). 
From His throne in the heavens He be- 
holds all the ways of men, and He deals 
with them accordingly. We may not 
always see this manifested, for His ways 
are above our ways and His thoughts 
beyond ours (Isa. 55:8), but nevertheless 
He deals justly with all men, rewarding 
righteousness and condemning iniquity. 
The Book of Proverbs emphasizes this 
in a very marked way and many of the 
Psalms bear witness to the truth of it. 

Wickedness may seem to triumph for 
a time and the righteous may be appar- 
ently forgotten and left to suffer, but we 
need to remember that all the dealings 
of God with men do not take place in 
this life. There is another world in 
which every man will be rewarded or 
suffer loss according to his works. At 
the judgment seat of Christ the Lord 
will make up to the Christian for all 
he has had to endure, suffering wrong- 
fully in this world, and at the “great 
white throne” the wicked will be judged 
every man according to his works (2 
Cor, 5:10; Rev. 20:12, 13). 

But we are told also that “the right- 
eous shall be recompensed in the earth: 
much more the wicked and the sinner” 
(Prov. 11:31). For even though others 
may not realize it there is a peace and 
satisfaction that fills the heart of one 
who walks in conscious integrity be- 
fore God, of which the wicked know 
nothing. To have the divine approval 
means far more than to be approved of 
men. 


together. 
3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my 


I will open my dark 


in the days 


iniquity of my heels shall. compass me about? 
and boast themselves in 


2 How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons 


of the wicked? 
and needy. 


wicked. 


of evil, when the 


most High. 


nor nations. 
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We are told that judgment, in the 
sense of inflicting penalties upon men 
for violation of His Law, is His strange 
work (Isa, 28:21). He delights in show- 
ing mercy (Mic. 7:18), and when men 
turn to Him in repentance and self- 
judgment He ever stands ready to par- 
don. 


The Historical Setting 

Psalm 49 is dedicated “to the chief 
Musician,” the leader of the sanctuary 
choir, a precious type of Christ Himself, 
who leads the praise of His people (Psa. 
22:22; Heb. 2:12). The Psalm was for 
the special use of “the sons of Korah,” 
who were porters and singers in the 
house of the Lord. Psalm 82 is accredited 
to Asaph, one of the directors of the 
sanctuary choir in the days of David 
and possibly of Solomon, 


Verse by Verse 

Psalm 49:1.—‘Give ear, all ye inhabi- 
tants of the world.” All mankind are 
called upon to contemplate the majesty 
of Jehovah and to consider His right- 
eous judgments as the moral Governor 
of the universe. 

Verse 2.—Both low and high, rich and 
poor, together.” There is no respect of 
persons with God; all men everywhere, 
whatever their station in life, are the 
objects of His care and subject to His 
authority. 

Verse 3.—“My mouth shall speak of wis- 
dom.” We are told elsewhere that “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom” and “to depart from evil is 
understanding.” He who recognizes 
God’s justice and judgments will seek 
to walk in obedience to His Word. 

Verse 4.—“I will open my dark sayivg 
upon the harp.” With musical accom- 
paniment the Psalmist was about to 
celebrate the concern of God for those 
who had proved themselves so helpless 
and inefficient in themselves. 


Selah. 
3 Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicteg 


4 Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the 


5 They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on 
in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course. 
6 I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the 


7 But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes, 
8 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit aj 
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Verse 5.—“Wherefore should I fear in 
the days of evil, when the iniquity of 
my heels shall compass me about?” That 
which rightly causes fear is the remem. 
brance of unjudged sin, but where all 
has been confessed and pardon granted, 
fear passes away. 


Verses 6, 7.—“None of them can by 
any means redeem his brother, nor give 
to God a ransom for him.” Nothing that 
man can do can atone for his own sins 
or those of his brethren. Neither money 
ror wealth of any kind can redeem from 
the consequences of sin, so far as man 
is concerned. But we can praise God 
that He has found a ransom in the work 
of His own blessed Son (Job 33:24), 


Psa. 82:1—“God . . . judgeth among 
the gods.” The word rendered “gods,” 
while generally referring to Deity, has 
a secondary meaning in Hebrew and 
might be rendered “sons of the mighty,” 
referring to the great ones in the king- 
doms of men. Over and above all these 
leaders stands God Himself, ordering 
the affairs of the nations and working 
out His own counsels even though at 
times evil may seem to be triumphant. 


Verse 2.—“How long will ye judge un- 
justly, and accept the persons of the 
wicked?” The questions are put to un- 
righteous judges, who, while supposedly 
acting for the benefit of the oppressed 
and those suffering unrighteously, are 
perverting justice and so causing the 
righteous to suffer, ‘and accepting the 
bribes of the wicked. 


Verse 3—“Defend the poor and 
fatherless: and do justice to the afflicted 
and needy.” It is for this very purpose 
that judges are appointed, and God calls 
upon them to fulfill their calling as His 
representatives, 

Verse 4.—“Deliver the poor and needy.” 
By a right application of the law the 
needy could be sure of obtaining justice 
in the courts. But this is not always 
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the case, as justice is so often perverted 
in behalf of the wealthy and influential, 
who usc all possible means to favor their 
own cause. 

Verse 5.—“All the foundations of the 
earth are out of course.” When justice 
is set aside in favor of unrighteousness, 
the very foundations upon which law 
and order, and consequently secure 
society, rest are destroyed. 

Verse 6.—‘“I have said, Ye are gods.” 
This is the passage referred to by our 
Lord in John 10:34, when in conflict with 
the Pharisees, who were angry because 
He declared Himself to be the Son of 
God. Yet Jehovah had spoken of the 
judges of the earth as gods in the sense 
referred to in verse one. Why, then, 
should they refuse to acknowledge the 
authority of the Lord Jesus as the Son 
of God? 

Verse 7.—‘“But ye shall die like men.” 
Although Jehovah recognized the judges 
as His representatives, yet the day would 
come when they should go the way of 
all flesh and themselves give account 
unto God, the supreme Judge. 

Verse 8.—“Arise, O God, judge the 
earth, for thou shalt inherit all nations.” 
In due time, God Himself will take over 
the reigns of government and will act 
as Judge among the nations. Then 
righteousness shall flourish and wicked- 
ness be dealt with in unsparing con- 
demnation. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Whatever adverse and distracting cir- 
cumstances seem to prevail, we need to 
remember that God has never relin- 
quished His authority. He is still the 
Judge of the poor and needy and in His 
own due time will punish the evil and 
reward the good. Faith enables us to 
look above all perplexing conditions that 
so often try the soul, and to see above 
them all the Lord high and lofty, sitting 
on His throne and exercising super- 
vision and control of all that goes on 
«ul this lower sphere. The day draws 
on apace when He will send His Son 
back to earth again to take over the 
government of the nations, that right- 
eousness may cover the earth as the 
waters cover the great deep. 


Lesson Outline 


1, The nations called to heed the Word 
of the Lord (Psa. 49:1-4) 

2. Unrighteousness offers ‘no security to 
those who practice it (vs. 5, 6) 

3. Man’s utter helplessness to accom- 
plish redemption (vs. 6, 7) 

4. God judging among the judges (Psa. 
82:1, 2) & 

5. Miscarriage of justice. obnoxious to 
God (vs, 3-7) 

6. Calling for divine intervention (v. 8) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


“I have said, Ye are gods.” The word 
here rendered “gos” is Elohim, which 
ordinarily is applied to the mighty Cre- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. August 28.—Exalting the Word of 
God Psalms 19:7-14; 105; 119 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. September 11.—Jesus and the 
Psalms. Psalms 8:2; 22:1, 16-18; 
91:9-12; 103:8-13; 110:1; 118:22, 

23; Matthew 21:15, 16, 38-42; 22: 
41-45; Luke 24:44 








ator Himself, and, being a Hebrew plural, 
indicates the plurality of persons in the 
one God —otherwise the Holy Trinity. 
Used in a lesser sense, it means, as men- 
tioned in our comment on the text, the 
sons of the mighty—or of El, strong 
one. This helps us to understand our 
Lord’s reference to this verse. The 
Pharisees said He blasphemed when He 
called Himself the Son of God. Inasmuch 
as Jehovah used this term sons of the 
Mighty, or of El (God) when speaking 
of human judges, there was no blas- 
phemy involved in the application of the 
term Son of God to Himself even though 
they who heard Him denied and refused 
to accept the truth of His deity. 


Summaries and Applications 

The Greeks had a saying, “The mills 
of the gods grind slowly, but they grind 
exceeding small.” We may well apply 
this to the workings of the one true 
and living God, who is ever acting ac- 
cording to His own plan, and who will 
eventually bring order out of the chaotic 
condition into which sin has involved 
mankind. 

We need to remember that often, un- 
der present conditions, the righteous 
have to suffer with the wicked, but God 
takes note of all His people have to 
endure and He will reward, their faith- 
fulness when He sits on the throne to 
judge righteously. 

God is not an indifferent spectator to 
the afflictions that the poor and needy 
endure, or to the wrongs from which 
they often suffer. He will bring every 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT do the opening lines of Psalm 
49 indicate as regards the message of 
the Psalm? 
2. Was this Psalm written on a sudden 
impulse? 
3. What prophet called for a harp before 
giving his word from the Lord? 
4. What is the big. instruction of this 
Psalm? 
5. What striking parentheses appear in 
this Psalm? 
6. What is the special message to God's 
people here? 
7. What remarkable scene is presented in 
Psalm 82? 
8. Who are the “gods” of verse 1? 
9. How serious a matter is the perversion 
of justice? 
10. What is God's final answer to all the 
inequities of human judgment? 


(Answers on page 736) 
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work into judgment and mete out jus- 
tice to all in due, time. 


WInonaA LAKE, IND. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, all whose ways 
are just and right, we praise Thee that 
Thou art merciful as well as just. In 
humble reliance upon our Saviour, we 
ask for fresh cleansing from sin, and 
pray that we may hate every evil way 
and love whatsoever things are true and 
honest, just and pure, lovely. and of good 
report. Give the love of truth and right 
to all who govern and all who admin- 
ister. justice. Help all who are down- 
trodden and oppressed, and raise up de- 
liverance for them. Bless Thy messen- 
gers in teaching and preaching Thy 
Word, and cause the people of all lands 
to hear Thy truth gladly and to obey it 
faithfully. Revive Thy church, Lord, 
and work in our hearts to make us love 
Thee more and serve Thee better. To 
that end bless our study here just now 
for the sake of our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—In India there is a 
village headman who recently became a 
Christian. Before he was converted, 
when disputes were brought before him, 
he judged in favor of the person who of- 
fered the biggest bribe. Today people 
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‘say, “You can’t bribe him now. He’s a 


Christian.” Corrupting judges with 
bribes was common in Bible times as 
it still is in Eastern lands. Today we 
have seen from Psalm 86 that God hates 
such conduct. As a Christian, that In- 
dian headman now hates injustice, lying, 
and bribery as God hates them. Do we? 
Sad to say, theugh we have the Bible 
to teach us better, there are people in 
our land who put money before truth 
and right. Sometime the temptation to 
do that will come to us, and unless we 
love God and truth and justice more 
than money, we shall fall before the 
temptation. A boy who lived in a slum 
building was offered $25 by a real estate 
agent if he would falsely say there were 
no rats or beetles in the place. That lad 
stoutly refused, saying, “You can’t cor- 
rupt me. I’m a Christian.” He had real 
backbone, and you can have it, too. It 
goes with being a real Christian, and 
Jesus Christ will make you that sort of 
Christian if you will trust and obey Him. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
w 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Hear this . . . all ye inhabitants of 
the world” (Psa. 49:1).—Sometimes the 
Lord addresses Himself to one person 
like a prophet, priest, or king; some- 
times to the ten tribes, which are called 
“Ephraim,” but at other times to the 
entire world. This is one of those times. 
What He says in this Psalm concerns all 
the inhabitants of the earth. 

He looks at His ways with Israel as a 
“parable” with a universal application. 
He shows that even fabulous wealth is 
incapable of purchasing redemption (vs, 
6-9); all worldly honor will perish like 
the beasts; both wise and foolish persons 
die (vs. 10-13); all beauty, except that 
which the God of resurrection imparts, 
shall vanish in the grave; but there is 
a morning of joy and glory to arise for 
all who are His (vs. 14, 15). 

How essential it is that we give dili- 
gent heed to this divine parable! The 
following from the Broadcaster im- 
pressed me as being worthy of repro- 
duction. 

Mr. James Douglas, editor of the Sun- 
day Express, said: “I have sinned many 
sins and suffered many sorrows. I have 
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lost my way in the thickets and deserts 
of doubt and argument. And in the end 
I have come back to the simple faith 
of my father and my mother. It, and it 
alone, suffices in the starkest agony of 
life. I cannot explain the hidden mys- 
tery of faith. It is too deep for words. 
But it is all in John 14. 

“I have stumbled through all the wilds 
and wastes of theology, philosophy, psy- 
chology, and science. I have traveled 
from Dan to Beersheba, and I have 
found all knowledge and all reason bar- 
ren. The sure refuge from withering 
cynicism and parching pessimism I find 
in John 14, where the trumpet of faith 
blows finality, and security and safety 
and certitude. ‘I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life.’” 

“None of them can by any means re- 
deem .. .” (Psa. 49:7).—What a sweep- 
ing statement! Not one wealthy person 
can by any means — money, influence, or 
endeavor—redeem his brother, “nor 
give to God a ransom for him.” Re- 
demption is essential, for we have all 
sinned. Divine justice demands our 
souls or a ransom. Verse 15 is not in 
today’s lesson, but it answers the ques- 
tion as to what can be done under these 
circumstances, viz.: “God will redeem my 


The Prayer Of The Persecuted And Mis-Judged 
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soul.” What man cannot do with all hig 
wealth, God will do in His great love 
for us! 

“He is gracious” to the believer, ang 
saith, “Deliver him from going down tp 
the pit: I have found a ransom” (Job 
33:24). The ransom He found is His be. 
loved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, “who 
gave himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim, 
2:6). 

A very careless old man had, during a 
severe illness, been made to realize that 
he was a lost sinner. He dared not die 
as he was. The preacher for whom he 
sent. became weary of visiting him, hay. 
ing told him all he himself knew of the 
way of salvation. 

One Sunday afternoon, however, the 
man’s daughter waited on the preacher, 
saying, “You must come once more, sir; 
I cannot see my father die without you,” 
“I carninot tell him anything new,” said 
the preacher; “but I may take the ser. 
mon I have been preaching, and read it 
to him.” 

The. dying man lay as before in an- 
guish, thinking of his sins, and whither’ 
they must carry him. “My friend,” the 
preacher said, “I have come to read you 
the sermon I have just preached. First, 
I shall tell you the text: ‘He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed.’” “Hold!” 
said the dying man. “I have it. Read 
no more; He was wounded for my trans- 
gressions. -He suffered for me, and be- 
cause He died I shall live! Thanks be 
unto God for His unspeakable Gift!” 


“He judgeth among the gods” (Psa. 82: 
1).—The Lord’s use of the sixth verse of 
this Psalm (John 10:31-38) coupled with 
Exodus 22:28 make it clear that the word 
“gods” was applied to the rulers of the 
people. So our Psalm presents God as 
standing in the midst of the rulers. They 
were expected to rule in the fear of the 
Lord (2 Sam. 23:3). They failed; there- 
fore, the Lord pronounced judgment 
upon them. The Psalm concludes with 
an’ appeal for God to take over. The 
kingdoms of this world shall become the 
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
He “shall reign in righteousness” (Isa. 
32:1). 

The late Dr. John Kelman said he 
once asked a parishioner, “What is your 
solution of the present world unrest?” 
“His answer,” Dr. Kelman said, “amazed 
me.” It was, “A dictator.” “But,” argued 
the great preacher, “your dictator would 
have to be a superman — one with per- 
fect understanding of civic and economic 
problems, and with genius to meet the 
opposition and resolve the fears of those 
who doubted and opposed him.” 

“I know it,” was the quiet answer, 
“but we are looking for such a Man, 
and we have Him in view, His name is 
— Jesus.” Commented Dr. Kelman, “The 
thrill of that answer will never leave me.” 
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Lesson for September 4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our Psalms lesson today 
S concerns justice and judges and 
judging. It shows us that back in the 
times when the Psalms were written 
there’ was injustice practiced by “the 
haves” upon the “have nots,” very much 
the same as today. The poor were op- 
pressed, while the rich increased in 
wealth. Too, there were judges and 
others in authority who judged unjustly, 
who received bribes, and in other ways 
disgraced their high office. Our Psalm 
also reminds us that God, our Heavenly 
Father, is the supreme judge above all; 
that He judges the judges. In compar- 
ing those conditions with our own times, 
we must remember that there are a 
great many just judges who administer 
the law in our courts and there are many 
other officials in high authority who are 
conscientiously doing their duty and are 
a credit to the nation. There are many 
wealthy people today who are humble 
and kind and charitable. We should 
be very cautious about judging those in 
authority and who are wealthy. It is 
so easy to criticize. In fact, it is about 
the cheapest exercise in which we can 
engage. It does not require any degree 
of intelligence, nor does it call for cour- 
age, because those who are the objects 
of-such abuse, as a rule, are defenseless 
and have no way of getting back at their 
critics. 

After all, I believe we will get the most 
out of this lesson by making it the oc- 
casion for adjusting ourselves on this 
business of judging. I will begin with 
myself and try to make a better adjust- 
ment; it is so easy to be critical of others. 
Almost unconsciously we become self- 
appointed judges, and with all solemnity 
we will set up our little court, call the 
prisoner to the bar, condemn him, and 
consign him to the bow-wows, without 
giving him the slightest opportunity to 
call witnesses or even to say a word in 
his own defense. Fellows, isn’t that a 
shame? It is poor sportsmanship, to say 
the least. One of the happiest practices 
that I know of in this connection is to 
make it a rule to discover if possible 
some good in the fellow who is being 
criticized. Nearly always you can find 
something there, be it ever so small, that 
can be commended. Why, even the 
stern laws of our land refuse to condemn 
one until guilt is proved beyond any rea- 
sonable doubt. If all of us could find 
some good in the worst of us there 
wouldn’t be so much bad in the best 
of us! 

The supreme judge of all the earth, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in His great Sermon 
on the Mount, laid down the best rule 
for believers to follow. It is this: “Judge 
not, that ye be not judged. For with 
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged: and with what measure ye mete, 
it shall be measured to you again. And 
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why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother’s-eye, but considerest not 
the beam that is in thine own eye? Or 
how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let 
me pull out the mote out of thine eye; 
and behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 
Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eye; and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out 
of thy brother’s eye” (Matt. 7:1-5). 

It would be profitable, too, perhaps, 
if we would let this lesson cause us to 
make a hard-fisted examination of our- 
selves along the line of some faults we 
are finding in others. Somebody has 
made the uncomfortable remark that 
being keen to see something bad in 
someone .else is an indication that we 
possess that same bad quality, perhaps 
in surprising measure. In other words, 
“It takes a thief to catch a thief.” 

O wad some power the giftie gie us 

To-see oursel’s as ithers see us! 

It wad frae monie a blunder free us, 

And foolish notion; 
What airs in dress and gait wad lea’e us, 
And ev’n devotion ! 
And if you don’t know the occasion on 
which Mr. Bobbie Burns wrote that, I’m 
not going to tell you! 
Fontana Dam, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


JUSTICE FOR ALL 

AM going to tell you a story this 

morning. When it is finished I am 
going to ask you how you know that 
it is not true. 

St. Elizabeth of Thuringia, Germany, 
lived in a> beautiful castle. She was 
very religious, constantly fasting and 
praying and giving generously to the 
poor. Her husband was not religious 
and wanted to keep his wealth for him- 
self, so he told her that she must stop 
giving away food and clothing. After 
that St. Elizabeth was careful to give 
things away secretly, so that her hus- 
band would not find out about it and 
be angry. One day she was giving out 
loaves of bread to the poor people, who 
were all assembled at the castle gates, 
when her husband came home unex- 
pectedly. He asked her angrily what she 
had in her apron to give the people 
She answered, “Roses,” knowing that he 
would not mind if she gave away the 
extra blossoms from her garden. He in- 
sisted that she open her apron and show 
him. She opened it up tremblingly. 
What was her delight and astonishment 
to see that her apron was now filled with 
flowers instead of loaves of bread! Ac- 
cording to the legend, God had wrought 
a miracle to prevent St. Elizabeth from 
getting into trouble because He was so 
pleased with her piety and generosity. 
Now how do you know that that story 
is not true? (God would not work a 
miracle to support anyone in deceit or 
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lying.) From first to last the Bible 
teaches clearly and emphatically that 
God loves truth and justice and that He 
hates lying and deceit. 

Our lesson today is about justice. 
When I was a little girl I liked to hear 
preaching about God’s love and kindness 
but I was afraid when I heard preaching 
about God’s justice and holiness. Now I 
know that our salvation depends quite 
as much on the justice of God as upon 
His love and mercy. 

Our lesson begins with Psalm 49:1-7. 
Read the first two verses and see to 
whom it is addressed, .(To all the peo- 
ple of the world, whether high or low, 
rich or poor.) Now read the rest of the 
passage. Here the Psalmist shows the 
foolishness of trusting in riches. Money 
never did purchase salvation and it 
never will. Sometimes earthly judges 
are influenced by the wealth of those 
who stand before them or by a bribe 
which they have received. Not so the 
Judge of all the earth. God “hath ap- 
pointed a day, in the which he will 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained” (Acts 
17:31). 

It is most important that we understand 
clearly that money cannot purchase sal- 
vation for us or anyone else, for there 
are people all around us who do not 
realize this. When a man is asked if 
his sins are forgiven, he will sometimes 
say, “I don’t have time to go to church, 
but I never refuse a request for a dona- 
tion, so I don’t believe God will judge 
me hardly.” Others are working to get 
more money to give to the priest to help 
a dead relative. Such people should 
read Psalm 49 ‘Now read verse 15. The 
Psalmist says that God will redeem him 
and receive him. He knew that God 
Himself would pay the redemption price 
for his soul. It was revealed to him 
that Christ was coming to die for his 
sins. God is loving and kind, but He 
is also just and holy. And because He 
is just He could not forgive sin unless 
it was atoned for. So He Himself paid 
the price in the person of His Son, 

Himself He could not save, 

For justice must be done, 

Our sins’ full weight must fall 

Upon the sinless One. 

For nothing less could God accept 

In payment of that fearful debt. 

Since the Lord Jesus has borne the 
penaliy of sin for all who trust in Him, 
God in His justice cannot exact the pen- 
alty a second time. In the cross of Christ 
we see infinite love and absolute jus- 
tice gloriously combined. 

Turn to Psalm 82. Here we see God’s 
anger at injustice. Those who judge un- 
justly and favor the rich will be pun- 
ished by Him. Over and over again the 
Bible exhorts judges to judge righteously 
and not to take bribes. Samuel was the 
greatest judge of all Israel. He judged 
the people fairly many years, but his 
sons were very different. Turn to 1 
Samuel 8:1-5. Because of the injustice 
of his sons, the whole nation of Israel 
turned away from God, asking for an 
earthly king instead. Injustice has been 
the cause of most wars and much of the 
unhappiness in the world. 

What did King Solomon choose when 
God asked him his choice of blessings? 
I believe God was pleased with the rea- 
son for his choice as well as with the 
choice itself. Read 1 Kings 3:9-13. Now 
read King Jehoshaphat’s charge to the 
judges of Israel in 2 Chronicles 19:5-7. 

God still desires justice. In fact, He 
is yet going to see that justice is done 
in every instance. Think of such verses 
as “With what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again” (Matt: 7:2), 
and “Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). Chris- 
tians «re warned in James 2:1-9 against 
the sin of showing preference to the 
rich. If a Christian cannot be depended 
upon to be fair in every way, he will 
have no testimony for Christ. Turn to 
Proverbs 11:1. God hates dishonesty and 
He delights in righteousness. The Chris- 
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tian must be characterized by fairness 
in both work and play, using all his 
influence against injustice of any sort. 
Now turn to Psalm 72. This is a 
Psalm of David for Solomon, but it 
points beyond him to the glorious reign 
of Christ. Read verses 1-8 and notice 


how the justice of the reign of Christ 


is emphasized. Read Isaiah 11:1-5. This 
world is going to have a righteous gov- 
ernment. There will be perfect justice 
for all when He reigns whose name is 
Truth, and whose girdle is righteousness. 
“Justice and judgment are the habita- 
tion of thy throne.” Truly that will 
be “The Golden Age” of this’ world’s 
history. 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


ys 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. .$1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson 
four illustrations. 


No Variableness With Htm.—VJustice 
and judgment are the habitation of thy 
throne: mercy and truth shall go be- 
fore thy face (Psa. 89:14, Golden Text). 

Though heart grows faint and spirits sink, 

By eve.y wind of feeling blown; 

Though faith itself may seem to fail, 

I rest upon Thy word alone, 
That word of power that framed the 
worlds, 
Unfailing, changeless, strong, and sure. 
Though heaven and earth should pass 
away, 
What Thou hast spoken must endure. 


Against the foeman’s fiery darts 
I wield anew the Spirit's sword, 
And answer every fresh assault 
With ever-fresh, ‘Thus saith the Lord.” 


And, when some promised blessing seems 
Too great, too wonderful for me, 

I dare by faith to call it mine, 
With “It is written” all my plea. 


"Mid shifting sands of doubt and fear 
This is the one foundation-stone; 
My soul hath cast her anchor here; 
I rest upon Thy word alone. 
—From Annie Johnson Flint. Sent by 


Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


The Car’s Lament.—I will incline mine 
ear to a parable (Psa. 49:4). Don’t blame 
me! I would enjoy standing parked in 
a church lot just as old Dobbin did years 
ago. But of a Sunday morning I’m 
gassed, oiled, and cleaned as if for 
church. Then the whole family pile in 
and away we go. We pass three churches 
and each time I try to turn in. But they 
don’t even hesitate. Finally we arrive 
at Uncle Bob’s, forty miles away. He 
stays home to entertain us, and so he, 
too, misses out on church. It isn’t the 
car that needs more religion; it is the 
passengers.—From the Christian Advo- 
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cate. Sent by William J. Hart, D.D., La- 
cona, N. Y. 


The Voice That Stilled the Crowd— 
Wherefore should I fear in the days of 
evil? (Psa. 49:5.) On the morning of 
Lincoln’s death, a crowd of fifty thou. 
sand people gathered before the Ex. 
ehange Building in New York. Feeling 
ran high, natural enough in the circum. 
stances, and there was danger of its find. 
ing expression in violence. Then a well. 
built man in officer’s uniform stepped to 
the front of the balcony, and in a voice 
that rang like a trumpet call, cried: “Fel- 
low citizens! Clouds and darkness are 
round about Him. His pavilion is dark 
waters, and thick clouds of the skies, 
Justice and judgment are the establish- 
ment of His throne. Mercy and truth 
go before His face. Fellow citizens! 
God reigns! And the Government at 
Washington still lives!” Instantly the 
tumult was stilled, as the people grasped 
the import of those sublime words. The 
speaker was General James A. Garfield, 
himself to become a martyr-president 
sixteen years later. — From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


An Inch of Time.—They that trust in 
their wealth, . . . their riches . . . can 
by any means redeem .. , (Psa. 49:6, 7). 
“Millions of money for an inch of time!” 
cried Elizabeth, the gifted but ambitious 
Queen of England, upon her dying bed. 
Unhappy woman, reclining upon a couch, 
with ten thousand dresses in her ward- 
robe, a kingdom on which the sun never 
sets, at her feet — all now are valueless; 
and she shrieks in anguish and she 
shrieks in vain, for a single “inch of 
time.” . She had enjoyed threescore and 
ten years. Like too many among us, 
she had devoted them to wealth, to pleas- 
ure, to pride, and ambition, so that her 
whole preparation for eternity was 
crowded into a few moments; and hence 
she, who had wasted more than half a 
century, would barter millions for an 
inch of time—From “The Biblical Mu- 
seum.” Sent by the Rev. Guru Ma- 
nickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


A Thousand Rams Not Enough.—How 
long will ye judge unjustly? (Psa. 82:2.) 
Common report has it regarding a certain 
South African millionaire that he never 
turns aside from any charitable appeal, 
invariably responding with a handsome 
subscription, but he cannot look a sheep 
in the face — he has done so much swin- 
dling in wool. So much easier is it to 
give thousands of rams than to deal 
justly —From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


What Saved the Niseis’ Orchard.—De- 
fend the poor and fatherless: do justice 
to the afflicted and needy (Psa. 82:3). 
When the relocation order was issued, 


Lois Ogawa and her widowed mother, - 


Sue, were sent to the Tule Lake Reloca- 
tion Camp. Lois’s twenty-three-year-old 
brother fought with the Third Army in 
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Germany. “Our twenty acres would have 
been ruined,” said Lois, “if it hadn’t 
been for Mr. Taylor. He sprayed the 
trees. He weeded the orchard. Keeping 
up the irrigation ditches was only one 
of the things he did for us. We bless 
his name.” Mr. Taylor turned out to be 
a seventy-two-year-old orchardist. He 
said his wife had taught the Ogawa chil- 
dren in school. “They’re fine Christian 
people,” he claimed. “To let them be 
persecuted would be a sin.”—From the 
Reader’s Digest. Sent by George C. 
Greeley, Arenzville, Ill. 


A New and Better Contract.—Do jus- 
tice to the .. . needy (Psa. 82:3). Mr 
Hugh Eayrs told the Toronto Women’s 
Press Club the stories of some outstand- 
ing books that had been refused by the 
publishers over and over again. One 
was that of Captain Wren and his book, 
“Beau Geste,” which was refused by one 
publisher after another until the author 
was discouraged and without funds. 
Finally John Murray bought the book 
outright for £100. When, within six 
months, it became a “best seller” in both 
England and America, the publisher tore 
up this contract and made a new one 
with a royalty of twenty per cent, and 
the hundred pounds regarded merely as 
an advance. If all business were con- 
ducted on such lines as these what a 
wonderful world we would live in.— 
From the Toronto Globe. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God’s Way for All 
(Psa. 72:1, 2, 11-14a, 17, 18) 

HERE follow suggested verses for a 

Psalm alphabet. They are appropri- 
ate not only for the Psalm notebook, 
but for a Sunday school program such 
as Rally Day: A—18:30; B—1:1; C—5l: 
10; D—37:4; E—100:4; F—86:5; G—105: 
3; H—23:2; I—122:1; J—35:24; K—100:3; 
L—67:3; M—121:2; N—19:2b; O—95:6; 
P—146:1; Q—119:88; R—105:5; S—100: 2; 
T—119:11; U—119:116; V—76:11; W—51: 
7b; *X—127: 1; Y—23:4; Z—119: 139 begin- 
ning with “zeal.” Children also enjoy 
“spelling” their names with Bible verses 
such as these. 

August is past with the vacations and 
beauties of summer. September comes 
with the rich colors of autumn to fol- 
low and the opening of school. Let 
us thank God for the good times we have 
had this summer and for the chance to 
have our Bibles and learn to read them. 
First, though, someone might tell us how 
parts of our Bible were saved long ago. 
(This reviews two of the Bible readings 
assigned last week.) And someone else 
might give some verses from the Psalms 
that encourage us to praise and thank 
God. (Recent Memory Verses are appro- 
priate.) Now our prayers. 
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Two girls told me of a German girl 
who was in their schoo]. Everyone made 
fun of the way she talked, and I sup- 
pose many hated her because she was 
German. They tormented her in dif- 
ferent ways. Of course, she felt their 
hatred, and hated them. Thinking every- 
one hated her, she acted as mean as 
she knew how, in high temper being 
disobedient and rough, and calling 
others unkind names. I felt that it was 
not really the poor girl’s fault. Others 
had made her that way by the unfair 
way they had treated her, a foreigner, 
a former enemy, at school. But how 
could the girls who told me, girls who 
had only a short time before become 
Christian girls, help that poor German 
girl? How should they treat her when 
she acted so spiteful? I wondered just 
what the Lord Jesus would tell them 
to do. How would He judge between 
her and the other children if they were 
all brought before His throne as before 
a super-teacher’s desk to settle their 
troubles? 

The Bible tells. Turn to Psalm 72. 
This is a prayer for Solomon to be the 
best king possible, that he might rule 
and judge the people just as God would, 
just as the Lord Jesus when He is King 
(v. 1). Verses 2, 12-14 tell how that is. 
Verses 11, 17, 18 tell how people will re- 
spect him —the fair king who protects 
the poor person from those who trouble 
him — yes, King Solomon, but more es- 
pecially King Jesus. 

You may find a person in your school 
in trouble like the German girl. How 
will the Lord Jesus expect you to treat 
that one? To torment and ridicule him 
or her? Read verse 12 again. The title 
of our lesson is,-“God’s Way for AIll,” 
not just for King Solomon or King Jesus, 
but for plain American boys and girls. 
Some day you will be standing before 
the throne of King Jesus, and He will 
be judging you and that poor person. 
I hope He can reward you for the fair 
way you acted, because it was just like 
His way. Then you will be very happy. 

“Glory ye in his holy name: let the 
heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord” 
(Psa. 105:3, Memory Verse). Remember 
to seek the Lord in His Word every day. 
These readings will help you know God’; 
way for all, and so for you (Psa, 1; 5:1- 
5; 24:1-6; 34:11-16; 37:1-7; 82:3,.4; 143: 
8, 10). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HE Psalms in today’s lesson are about 

justice. A child in the Primary class 
doesn’t know what the word means, 
Perhaps the word “fairness” comes near- 
est the meaning of justice. We talk a 
lot about God’s mercy, but not much 
about His justice. Sometimes people say 
God has never been fair to them, they 
haven’t had any chance to do what they 
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wanted to do. But they are wrong, for 
God is always fair and just, He never 
treats a™ybody unfairly. 

One of the things we try to teach chil- 
dren is to be fair and honest in their 
dealings with other children. The rea- 
son children and adults are unfair to 
others is because they are selfish. When 
you find an unselfish child, you will find 
one who is fair and reasonable with 
others. 

Then there are people who are fair 
and honest, but they are never generous 
or merciful. They give just what is hon- 
est, but never a penny more. They treat 
others justly, but not kindly. But God 
is perfect, He has justice and honesty, 
but also mercy and love. 

And so David sang songs of praise to 
God. If God was only just with us, we 
would all go to a place of eternal pun- 
ishment when we die, because we are 
all sinners, and the punishment for sin 
is death, eternal separation from God. 
But because God so loved us, He gave 
His only begotten Son to die for us, to 
pay for our sin, so we could go free, if 
we believed in Him. 

Once I read a story that explains this 
very well. A man who was a judge was 
also the father of a son who was very 
wild and got into all kinds of trouble. 
One day he was brought into his father’s 
court charged with having been drunk 
and making a disturbance. His father 
heard the policeman tell all about the 
trouble. Then he asked his son if he 
had anything to say for himself. The 
son said, “Father, you would not send 
your own son to jail!” But the father 
answered, “I am here as a judge, not as 
your father, and I am going to fine you 
five hundred dollars, and you can stay 
in jail until it is paid.” So the police- 
man took the son back to jail, very an- 
gry with his father. 

People said, “How awful for him to 
send his own son to jail!” But others 
said: “He was fair. He is a judge and 
must be the same to all who are brought 
into his court.” But the judge was a 
heartsick father, and when his court was 
finished, he went to the jail and paid the 
five hundred dollars he had fined his son, 
and took his son home with him, free. 
He had been an honest and fair judge, 
and also a merciful and loving father. 
The story went on to say that the son’s 
heart was broken by the ‘action of his 
father, and he was never arrested again. 

That’s what God did for sinners. Jesus 
Christ is God the Son, and He paid the 
price for the sinner, that he might go 
free. How we should all praise God for 
His justice and mercy, as David did! 

Another wonderful thing about God’s 
justice and love is that He is the same 
to. all people. We sometimes get the idea 
that we Americans are the best people 
in all the world, and that God loves us 
more than some other nations, but that 
is not so. A Chinese boy or girl is just 
as precious in God’s sight as any one of 
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our lovely American children. God loves 
the poor heathen African just as much 
as He loves an American President, God 
is no respecter of persons. He loves the 
poor dirty little child in the slums as 
much as He loves the rich man’s darling. 

This is a gocd day to sing “Jesus Loves 
the Little Children of the World,” and 
then ask Jesus to make each one of us 
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love all the children of the world. Once 
in a while I talk to people who tell me 
they just cannot ever love a Japanese 
child or person, because of the things 
the Japanese did to Americans during 
the war. But that is not a Christian 
way to feel, and that makes me. think 
that right now there is something all 
you children should pray about. Mis- 
sionaries are taking Testaments and 
Bible portions to the Japanese people, 
who are begging for them. One of the 
men who is giving them out was an 
officer in the Army and knows all about 
the Japanese. He had a cousin shot 


down over Japan and tortured and killed . 


by the Japanese, but he has no hatred 
in his heart, only a great desire to get 
the Gospel to as many Japanese as he 
can. God still loves the Japanese. Let's 
ask God to put love for all people into 
our hearts, that we may pray for them 
and send them the Gospel, so they can 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


FELTON, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on pege 731 

1. That it is about to deal with a universal 
problem. The real problems are all uni- 
versal. 

2. Verses 3 and 4 indicate that it was 
written after much deep thought and wait- 
ing on God (cf. Psa. 45:1). 

3. Elisha (see 2 Kings 3:15). 

4. Wealth cannot save. 

5. Verse 8, concerning redemption, beyond 
man’s ability to secure; and verse 18b, a bit 
of worldly wisdom. 

6. Neither trust 
wealthy. 

7. The Judge judges the judges. 

8. The judges of Israel (see also v. 6 and 
John 10:34). 

9. It shakes the very foundations of the 
world (v. 5). 

10. He will assume sole and universal 
judgeship (v. 8). 

WHEATON, ILL, 


wealth nor fear the 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
Sunday, September 4 


“Worthy of His Hire” 
(Luke 10:1-7) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ITH a view to the observance of 

Labor Day on the day following 
this week’s prayer meeting, those who 
have planned our topics have seen fit 
to choose “labor” as the theme for this 
week’s meeting. Much is being said and 
written today about the relationships be- 
Therefore most 
of us have opportunities to be well in- 
formed as to the economic and political 
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aspects of the case. There are, however, 
certain basic spiritual principles con. 
cerning capital and labor that are set 
forth in the Scriptures, and it will be 
well for us to refresh our memory about 
these. 
ve 
In the first place, we should under: 
stand that work was planned for man 
from the very beginning. Even before 
man fell and his work became toil (Gen, 
3:17-19), God planned that Adam should 
“dress” the Garden of Eden “and keep 
it’ (Gen. 2:15). In other words, man 
was to be the caretaker of the garden. 
ve 
It is interesting, but not always profit- 
able to speculate as to what would have 
taken place, down through the years, 
had man not fallen into sin and made 
it necessary for the earth to be cursed 
because of that sin. One thing we can 
be sure of, however, and that. is that 
work, under God’s original plan, would 
have been delightful and profitable and 
enjoyable. It was sin that injected any 
unpleasantness that may be found in ‘toil 
and hard labor. It is man’s sinful nature 
that is responsible for any unfairness‘or 
bitterness between capital and labor to- 
day. Even as it is, man is infinitely. bet- 
ter off working than idle. 
ve 
In the Ten Commandments there is 
one point of special importance in dis- 
cussing this topic. In prescribing ‘one 
day in seven as a day of rest for man, 
so that he might have relief and relaxa- 
tion from toil, God made ‘a statement 
that is often overlooked. He said, “Six 
days shalt thou labour” (Exod. 20:9-11). 
The rest was important, but so also was 
the labor. 
we 
In the New Testament, Paul recog- 
nized the necessity of work when he 
wrote to the Thessalonian believers, “that 
if any would not work, neither should 
he eat” (2 Thess. 3:10). And he recog- 
nized in this same connection the danger 
of idleness when he continued, “Por: we 
hear that there are some which walk 
among you disorderly, working not ‘at 
all, but are busybodies. Now them that 
are such we command and exhort by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quiet- 
ness they work, and eat their own bread” 
(2 Thess. 3:11, 12). 
we 
The Scriptures recognize that the 
workman deserves a reasonable and fair 
recompense for his labor. One verse in 
our Scripture lesson in Luke 10, al- 
though primarily applicable to the Lord’s 
work, may be applied in a secondary 
sense to all work when it says, “For 
the labourer is worthy of his hire” (v.71). 
However, the Lord Jesus, who uttered 
these words, also recognized in the Par- 
able of the Labourers in the Vineyard 
the right of the owner to make his own 
terms with the laborers and to do as-he 
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Lesson for September 4 


saw fit with what belonged to him (Matt. 
20: 1-16). 
ye 
The proper relationship between 
workers and employers, and between 
labor and capital, is seen when both ac- 
knowledge the Lordship of Christ, and 
earnestly seek to do His will. Then, 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the hearts of all, servants will “obey in 
all things your masters according to the 
flesh; not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fear- 
ing God: and whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance: 
for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he 
that doeth wrong shall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done: and there 
ig no respect of persons” (Col. 3: 22-25). 
Likewise, to masters, or employers, 
comes this admonition, “Give unto your 
servants that which is just and equal: 
knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven” (Col. 4:1). 
se 
Our great responsibility, as believing 
Christians, in this labor situation is to 
do all we can to bring both employers 
and employees, and masters and servants, 
into a saving knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus, who alone can change their hearts 
and make them want to do the right 
thing toward their fellow men. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 
Premi's Garden School 


Feended on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


I was quite a useful little girl 

in her Indian home. She always 
wanted to do things from the time she 
was so small she could hardly hold the 
long, heavy broom to sweep the dirt 
floor. 

Premi lived with her mother and 
Gtanny and two brothers. Her father 
was dead, so they were poor, and Mother 
had to go out to work in a big Indian 
house near by. The little girl had to 
help her Granny to keep things clean 
and tidy, but she was very happy at 
her work, and the days seemed to fly. 
Premi thought of them like the birds 
which fiew about their little home, com- 
ing and going like a flash. Some days 
were like the black crows, rather dark 
and uninteresting, but most were bright 
with sunshine, like the -lovely, gay little 
bids she often saw in the woods. There 
Was always some little job for her to 
do, and the brass cooking pots needed 
& lot of scrubbing to please Granny. 
| The boys sometimes gave a hand with 
the work about the home, but they were 
both older than Premi, and busy at their 
sehaol ‘lessons. Sometimes they tried 
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to teach their little sister to read and 
write, but she was not very quick at 
learning and .felt sure she never could 
One thing, how- 
ever, she loved, and that was to listen 
to old Granny telling stories about Jesus 
the Saviour, of whom she had heard in 
a Christian hospital during a long spell 


be a “book learner.” 


of sickness. 


“Oh, Granny,” Premi would say, “do £ 
tell me some more; I am as hungry to 
Your stories make 
I do love them E 


hear as to eat rice. 
me feel happy inside. 
so much!” 


Granny, whose memory was wonder- 7 
ful, and who was extremely good in g $ 
telling the stories with various little In- 
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FLANosior for your flannel board. _ Pictures printed 
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Two scenes for each lesson stressing Evangelistic ap- 
peal for the International Uniform Lesson. Also avail- 
able for N.A.E. lessons. Send for circular today. 
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Russian to SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIA- 
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missionary evangelistic program among 
the Russians and other Slavic-speaking 
people; sending out new missionaries to 
the fields; distributing the Holy Scriptures 
and Gospel literature; sending food to suf- 
fering Christian families; giving free train- 
ing to Christian Russian young people in 
our Bible Schools in Argentina, South 
America, and Toronto, Canada; and broad- 
casting in Russian over short wave radio 
station HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. If God 
should lead you to have fellowship with 
us in this work, send your gift to the 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, INC. 


PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 
DR. PAUL W. ROOD, Chairman 
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dian touches, was very ready to grant 
Premi’s plea for more. 

One morning after Premi’s tenth birth- 
day a big box was brought out, and 
Granny started to pack Premi’s clothes 
in it with great care. 

“Oh, Granny, where am I going?” she 
cried in great excitement, 

“Truly, my child, your mother and I 
feel you are old enough now to go to 
a Jesus school at Ditchpore. We have 
been saving up money a long time to 
send you, and last week the teacher 
wrote saying they could now take you 
because her home church has sent out 
money to pay for a new pupil. Premi, 
my child, you must work as diligently 
at your books as you have done in the 
housework. There are many little girls 
like you there, so you won’t be too 
lonely. They all love Jesus, and are 
kind and good.” 

Premi was excited at going, but all 
the same she shed many tears at leaving 
Granny and the others. To cheer her up, 
her grandmother said: “They will show 
you beautiful pictures of the stories I 
have told you so often. You will love 
that, and it will help you to remember 
them so as to tell others by-and-by.” 

So Premi went off to school, where 
she found many things difficult and 
puzzling at first. She tried to do her 
best and her teachers, though pleased 
with her conduct, soon found that she 
could not keep up with the others, and 
she was generally near the bottom of 
her class, much to her sorrow and keen 
disappointment. 

When the summer holidays came she 
sat’ sadly in the train that was taking 
her near her village. “Oh, dear,” she 
thought, “how stupid I am! I cannot 
remember things I hear like Aziz and 
the others. I never seem to be able 
to move up higher in my class, although 
I do try so hard. If only I could sing 
like Shantamani and Pritie, but it takes 
me so long to learn a tune, if it is at 
all difficult. It seems as if I never could 
do anything for Jesus just to show Him 
how much I love Him. I have no money 
to give —just nothing!” and Premi felt 
ever so sad, but only for a few moments, 
for suddenly a happy thought struck her 
and seemed to be like a ray of golden 
hope. 

It was a very happy little girl who 
was embraced by. her mother and old 
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Granny, and Premi was overflowing with 
joy to be home again. To see the new 
kitten, and the white hen looking go 
proud of her family of yellow, fluffy 
chicks, filled her with sheer delight. How 
much she had missed her brothers and 
all the others! 

Next day, however, she woke up re. 
solved to try out her plan of doing a 
real job of work in helping others to 
know about Jesus. 

Although it was far too hot to go out 
till the late afternoon, Premi set off. to 
a little mud-built house where there 
were five little boys and girls. “Come 
along to our garden when it gets cooler, 
and I will tell you lovely stories and 
we will play new games I have learned 
at school.” Indian children all love 
stories, and so they said, “What fun! 
We will truly come along later.” 

Then Premi ran on to other houses 
and asked more children to come, until 
there was quite a troop of them in the 
garden patch behind her home, 

First of all, she taught them to write 
letters, with their fingers, on the sandy 
ground; then they played games until 
they were tired. 

“Now all sit down,” said Premi, copy- 
ing her teacher’s voice quite remark- 
ably, and the children did so. “Listen 
very carefully,” she said, “for this is 
a true story—the best you have ever 
heard,” and Premi told them the story 
of the great God of Heaven being born 
in Bethlehem, “just like you and me.” 
The children thought it a very wonderful 
story indeed, and when Premi said, 
“Come tomorrow and I will tell you 
more,” they all cried out, “We will! 
Truly we will!” 

After that the children came every 
evening to “the garden school,” and all 
through her holidays, Premi taught them 
all the Bible stories she knew. 

When she had to go back and leave 
them, they all said, “Oh, Premi, when 
you come back, tell us more and more!” 
And some said, “We, too, love Jesus 
now, and we won’t forget. to pray to 
Him, and try to do what He would like 
us to do every day.” 

So Premi, full of joy, clapped her 
hands because she was so happy, for, as 
she said to her granny, “I may not be 
as clever as the others in learning books, 
but, at any rate, I can tell other boys 
and girls in our village about Jesus.” 


WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
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The Convention of the 
Hebrew Christian Alliance 


TARTLING events have taken place 

in Palestine within the last eighteen 
months, and there is a glorious future 
ahead for that land. The relationship 
of the present government in Israel to 
Hebrew Christianity will be discussed in 
an open forum as a special feature of 
the coming annual convention of the 
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Hebrew Christian Alliance of America. 

The meetings will be held from Sun- 
day, September 11, through Friday, Sep- 
tember 16, in the Chambers Wylie Pres- 
byterian Church, Broad Street below 
Spruce, in Philadelphia. Many of the 
meetings will be open to the public. 
There will be Hebrew Christian dele- 
gates from all over the United States. 
In view of the present interest in the 
so-called Jewish problem, and the situa- 
tion in Palestine, this promises to be an 
interesting convention. 

For further information, requests may 
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ordered through the Times Book 
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Antialcohol Supplements. First and 
Second Series. By Ernest Gordon. (May 
be obtained from the author, 1730 Chi- 
cago Avenue, Evanston, IIl., 40 cents for 
one, or 80 cents for the two series, post- 
paid.) Mr. Gordon here publishes some 
of the results of. many years’ research 
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on the alcohol question, particularly 
from foreign literature, which he has 
not published elsewhere in book form. 
Fragments of the material in the ten 
chapters in these two booklets have ap- 
peared in the Times, but otherwise this 
compilation of evidence against alcohol 
as a beverage is made available for the 
first time. Mr. Gordon quotes largely 
from French, Swedish, and German doc- 
tors to prove that beer, wines, and 
liquors, even in small amounts, injure 
the delicate mechanisms of the human 
body. He exposes the bias and _ inaccu- 
racies of the Yale School of Alcohol 
Studies, the lyimg propaganda of the 
brewers, and the guilty “editorial co- 
operation” of magazines. There is noth- 
ing indefinite or hazy about these briefs 
against alcohol, for Mr. Gordon gives 
names, dates, and places, and supports 
his statements by copious footnotes, He 
shows how the alcohol interests are 


seeking to win over schools and 
churches. He explodes the idea that 
alcoholism is merely a sickness. These 


two booklets (45 and 48 pages) contain 
plenty of up-to-date ammunition for 
temperance workers, ministers, school 
and Sunday school teachers, and Chris- 
tian editors who are trying to combat 
ohe of the greatest evils in our country. 
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Rally Day in Your 
Sunday School 


O OTHER day in the Sunday school 

calendar offers so great an oppor- 
tunity to bring the entire membership 
of the school back in full force to a 
fresh, enthusiastic start on the work of 
a new year as Rally Day. 

Mary Brainerd Smith has prepared 
another attractive Rally Day Service en- 
titled “Our Great Commission,” which 
includes recitations, songs, and respon- 
sive Scripture readings arranged so that 
children of several departments in the 
school may take part. 

The leaflets are of convenient size, and 
are now available at 25 cents a dozen, 
or $2 a hundred. Address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5, and copies 
will be sent to you immediately, 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheel Lesson Committee. 


August 29 to September 4 
Meon.—Psalm 72:1-11. God the Judge of All, 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONS: “Let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory” (v. 19). 


This Psalm of David is for Solomon, Be- 
ing a prophet, King David spoke the 
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should read ‘and reread. 

4 Books $1.00 + Each 25c 

GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS 

411 South Wells e Chicago7 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Sept. 4) Aug. 20,.-1949 


coming glories of Solomon, and of Christ 
who shall judge the world in righteous- 
ness. All judgment has been committed 
to Him. Solomon’s glory has passed; but 
the glory of Christ, “the greater than 
Solomon,” is yet to come at His descent 
and in His Kingdom. “The judge stand- 
eth before the door” (Jas. 5:9). Pray 
for the Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee, International, Room 1052, 10 S. 
LaSalle St., Chicago 3. 
72:12-20. 

All Nations Shall Bless Him. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ali nations shall 
call him blessed.” The world will yet 
discover that the rejected Saviour is the 
most blessed person of all time, and will 
say: “Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” “Blessed be his 
glorious name for ever: and let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory; 
Amen and Amen.” Pray for Fulton 
Street Noon Prayer Meeting, 115 Fulton 
St., New York 7, 
Wed.—Psalm 94:11-23. 

The Wise Judgments of God. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He shall bring 
upon them their awn iniquity.” God is 
righteous in all His judgments. The 
heavens shall declare that the Judge of 
all the’ earth has done right. God will 
deal with the impenitent according. to 
their deed as they have dealt with others 


Tues.—Psalm 





Christians everywhere since Pentecost have 
rejoiced in the perfect petition given by 
our blessed Lord in response to His dis- 
ciples’ plea—hallowed words “brought to 
our remembrance"’ by the Holy Ghost 


Himself, as Jesus promised. 


Now you can rejoice in a fuller and 
richer understanding of the Lord's Prayer, 
particularly in the light of its deeper impli- 
cations for daily living. Dr. Charles J. 
Woodbridge's splendid study is in ten fas- 
cinating lessons, with popular objective- 
type examination blanks. Unusually fine 
for class devotional study. Enrollment fee, 
$4.00, including beautiful 124 page spiral- 


bound textbook. Enroll today! 


MOODY Correspondence School 


BIBLE 153 Institute Place 


QNSTITUTE Chicago 10, Illinois S901 


1 I enclose $4.00. Enroll me as follows: 


] Send further details 
and sample lesson. 











(Judges 1:7). God is righteous whether 
He commends or condemns. Pray for 
the Kansas City Bible College, Box 7035 
Country Club Station, Kansas City 2 
Mo. 
Thurs.—Psalm 2. 
The Lord. Confounds His Foes, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that sitteth 
in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord 
shall have them in derision.” The hos. 
tile attitude of wicked men toward God 
is folly. Better defy the forces of nature 
than oppose Almighty God. Yet men in. 
dividually and corporately take counse] 
against the Lord to break off His cords 
from them, but they imagine a vain thing, 
Their rage against God artd Christ ulti. 
mately will be turned against them. 
selves when God deals with them ac. 
cording to their folly. Pray for the 
Lithuanian Missionary Association, P, 0, 
Box 488, Chicago 90. 
Fri.—Amos . 5:6-15. 
God’s Demand for Justice, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hate the evil, 
and love the good, and establish judg- 
ment in the gate: it may be that the 
Lord God of hosts will be gracious unto 
the remnant.” There are avoidable 
troubles. And God wants mankind to 
escape such sorrows. Injustice brings 
down the wrath of God. He hates lying 
and taking bribes and unjust weights. 
And all who continue in sin stand ex- 
posed to the wrath of God and its mis- 
eries. The path of righteousness is the 
only happy and safe pathway through 
life. Pray for the South Africa General 
Mission, 23 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn 17, 
N. Y. 
Sat.—Micah 6:6-16. What the Lerd Requires. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God?” No man has a 
right to do wrong. And Christians who 
have believed in God should be careful 
to maintain good works. A lo* of loose 
principles are afloat. Professing Chris- 
tians entertain believeism, and _ disre- 
gard responsibility in moral matters, All 
that name the name of the Lord are 
duty bound to depart from iniquity, and 
sinners should stand in awe and sin not. 
These marks of respect to God are fun- 
damental to every right action. Pray 
for more of the fear of God in saints 
and sinners. 
Sun.—Psalm 7:6-10. 
The Helper of the Needy. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Arise, O Lord 
. and awake for me to the judg- 
ment that thou hast commanded.” God 
is as good as He is great and will hear 
the needy when he crieth. In dis- 
tress and grief souls can find relief at 
the mercy seat. God is our refuge 
and helper. He is near to all who 
call to Him in sincerity and truth. 
Pray for Scripture Memory Mountain 
Mission, Emmalena, Ky. 





